
scripture
“Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own intepreta-
tion of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the 
human will, but prophets, though human, spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:20,21 NIV)
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“writings, the books of the old testament”

tests
“And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word 
which the lord hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh 
in the name of the lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to 
pass, that is the thing which the lord hath not spoken, but 
the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt 
not be afraid of him.” (deuteronomy 18:21-22 KJV)

“If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, 
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder 
come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, let us go 
after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve 
them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that 
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the lord your God 
proveth you, to know whether ye love the lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul. (deuteronomy 13:1-3 
KJV)

Must predict the future accurately

Must not teach anything that turns away from God

 

old testament
the old testament books were copied by 
Scribes with very precise rules for copying.

Masoretic Text: Begun in the 6th century 
Ad and completed in the 10th century in an 
effort to reproduce the original text of the 
Hebrew old testament.

Dead Sea Scrolls: dated to the 2nd centu-
ry BC, and discovered in 1947, they include 
fragments from every book of the old testa-
ment except esther.

A difference of almost a thousand years and 
still virtually the same.

New testament
All of the New testament was written within a 
lifetime after the death of Jesus Christ. there 
are thousands of surviving manuscripts, some 
dating from the second century A.d.

“the evidence for our New testament writings 
is ever so much greater than the evidence for 
many writings of classical authors, the authen-
ticity of which no one dreams of questioning. 
And if the New testament were a collection 
of secular writings, their authenticity would 
generally be regarded as beyond all doubt.”

- F.F. Bruce

Speaking of citations from the New Testament 
in the writings of the men who lived between 
70-200 A.D.: “Indeed, so extensive are these 
citations that if all other sources for our 
knowledge of the text of the New testament 
were destroyed, they would be sufficient alone 
in reconstructing practically the entire New 
testament.”

 - Bruce Metzger

We can have confidence
that the Bible is the Word of 

God. We can trust what it says. 
It is His message to us and we 
can therefore believe that God 

has promised eternal life to 
those who believe.


